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UNIVERSAL FORMULAE FOR SU(n) CASSON INVARIANTS OF
KNOTS

HANS U. BODEN AND ANDREW NICAS

ABSTRACT. An SU(n) Casson invariant of a knot is an integer which can be
thought of as an algebraic-topological count of the number of characters of
SU(n) representations of the knot group which take a longitude into a given
conjugacy class. For fibered knots, these invariants can be characterized as
Lefschetz numbers which, for generic conjugacy classes, can be computed using
a recursive algorithm of Atiyah and Bott, as adapted by Frohman. Using
a new idea to solve the Atiyah-Bott recursion (as simplified by Zagier), we
derive universal formulae which explicitly compute the invariants for all n. Our
technique is based on our discovery that the generating functions associated
to the relevant Lefschetz numbers (and polynomials) satisfy certain integral
equations.

INTRODUCTION

A knot in a closed oriented 3-manifold is said to fibered if its complement fibers
over the circle. For a fibered knot K and « € SU(n), the SU(n) Casson invariant
of K, denoted by Ay, (K), is an integer which can be thought of as an algebraic-
topological count of the number of characters of SU(n) representations of the knot
group which take a longitude into the conjugacy class of a. (For a more detailed
description of these invariants, see [8, 2] in case K is fibered and [9, 10] in the general
case.) For generic a € SU(n), including all generators of the center of SU(n),
there exist homogeneous polynomials p, (%o, T2, ..., Z2n—2) (depending only on
the conjugacy class of «) of degree n — 1 such that, for any fibered knot K,

AnalK) =poa (Ax(1), 201, AR (1)),

where Ag])(l) is the 2j-th derivative at ¢ = 1 of Ag(t), the (balanced) Alexander
polynomial of K. In this paper, we present an explicit calculation of p, ., for all n,
where w is €2™/™ times the n x n identity matrix. For generic a € SU(n), pn.a is
determined from p,, ,, via the “wall-crossing” formulae of [2]. Thus computing p,, .,
is an important step in the general calculation of A, o(K).

Given any knot K, there is a unique polynomial called its Conway polynomial
and denoted by V(z), such that Vg (t'/2 — t=1/2) = Ag(t). Since the Conway
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and Alexander polynomials carry equivalent information, there exist polynomials
n,a (Y0, Y2; - - - Y2n—2) such that

)\n,a(K) = Qn,(x(CO7 027 B CQn—Q)

for any fibered knot K with Conway polynomial Vi (z) = > .o C22%. (It is
well-known that for knots, Vg (z) is a polynomial in 22.) The formula for g, . is
independent of K, so these polynomials give universal formulae for the invariants
Ana-

For o = w and n < 5, a remarkable cancellation occurs, revealing that gy ., is not
only homogeneous but also weighted homogeneous of weighted degree 2n — 2, where
yo; has weighted degree 2i. In Conjecture 1.9 we assert that this is true for all n
provided o« = w. Consequently, in computations of g, ., one can drop all terms of
lower order, which has the effect of making general computations of the universal
formulae possible.

For a € SU(n), let m, be the Euler characteristic of its conjugacy class. (Note
that m, is a positive integer for all & € SU(n).) The wall-crossing formulae of [2]
imply that for generic i, 8 € SU(n), Mq ¢n,o — Mg ¢n,p has weighted degree strictly
less than 2n—2. Thus the weighted homogeneous part of m%an,a of highest weighted
degree, denoted by v, (yo,¥y2,---,Yan—2), is independent of (generic) a € SU(n).
Even in the absence of Conjecture 1.9, our results give a complete computation of
those terms in the universal polynomials which are invariant under wall-crossing.

Using Zagier’s summation formula [15] for solving the Atiyah-Bott recursion [1],
we are able to express each coefficient of v, as an explicit sum of rational numbers
over the set of all compositions of n (i.e., ordered partitions of n). Since there are
2"~1 compositions of n, direct evaluation of these sums becomes impractical, even
for relatively modest values of n. To overcome this difficulty, a new method for
evaluating the sums is required.

Our technique is based on our discovery that certain generating functions ®(s, t)
associated to these sums satisfy integral equations of the form:

1
O(s,1) +/ YES) o, t)dw = f(s,1),
0 €z
where y(s) = Y- s" /b, for b, = 4"nl(n —1)! and f(s,t) is a given formal power
series in s and ¢.
Indeed, assembling the solutions to the Atiyah-Bott recursion into a generating
function ®(s,t), we prove that ®(s,t) satisfies the contour integral equation:

(s, t) +%p(sy)‘5(ty,t)n(x,y)dy = p(s),

where p(s) and n(z,y) are certain given power series and the contour integral is
taken over the unit circle in C.

The contour integral equation yields a new, highly efficient method for computing
the Lefschetz polynomials of certain self-maps of M,, 1, the moduli space of rank n
degree 1 bundles over a Riemann surface. These maps are induced by orientation
preserving homeomorphisms of the surface with an open disk deleted. In particular,
this applies to the identity map of M, ; and thus provides a rapid method to
generate the Poincaré polynomials of M,, ;.

Applying these techniques to integral equations of the first type, we are able
to determine v,, for moderate values of n. Appendix B includes a table of v, for
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2 < n < 10 (the computation is due to Casson for n = 2, [5], and to Frohman for
n =3, [8]).

Stronger results are obtained whenever one can solve the integral equations in
closed form, which we have done in a number of instances. For example, the simplest
terms appearing in v, are the two monomials Anyg’_ngn_g and Bny;b_l, where

> Sy Y (25— )22
S | Y H?;ll(nj +1nj41)
> 1, TG (25 — 1)
ot T L b T1 20 (0 1g40)

In the above equations, b,, = 4™ n;!(n; — 1)! and the interior sums are over all
compositions of n into k parts. Solving the relevant integral equations allows us
to evaluate these sums for all n and we prove that A, = %(25__12), the Catalan
number, and that B,, = 1 (see Theorems 2.18 and 2.5).

More generally, we express each coefficient of v, as an explicit linear combination

of sums of the form

n kb1 H?:l [Z?:l Z;'ll(zj - 1)2/\2}

4) (-1 > ; =

=1 nategmn=n  Lliz1 bng TT;20 (R 4+ njgn)

where )y is a positive integer for £ = 1,...,d such that A\; +-- -4+ Ay < n. Although

these sums are apparently quite complicated, their evaluation is achieved by a

remarkably simple formula, and we conjecture that the expression in (x) equals 0

for A\ +--- 4+ Ag < n —1 and equals (2):\11)-~-(2):\dd)nd’2 for\i+---+Xg=n-1
(see Conjecture 1.16 and, for a simpler formulation, Conjecture 2.19).

Two corollaries of Theorems 2.18 and 2.5 are stated in section 3. The first
strengthens an earlier result of Frohman (Theorem 1.7 in [8]) on the existence of
irreducible SU(n) representations of fibered knot groups. The second presents a
simple formula for A, .,(K) in terms of Casson’s SU(2) invariant A, (K) for knots
K in 3-manifolds N with first Betti number by (V) > 0. These results do not depend
on the previously stated conjectures.

This paper is organized into three sections and two appendices. In the first sec-
tion, we describe our universal formulae and show how their computation can be
reduced to the evaluation of sums of type (x). In the second section, we present
our integral equation technique for analyzing such sums and also explain how con-
tour integral equations yield a new algorithm for computing the relevant Lefschetz
polynomials. In the third section, we present two corollaries. Proofs of certain
combinatorial identities used in §2 are given in Appendix A. The polynomials v,
for 2 < n < 10 are tabulated in Appendix B.

A, = 4

(- (1)

- 119

B, = 4) (=1)F!

#)

E
Il
-
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Acknowledgments. The MAPLE software package was used for the computations
appearing in the tables in §1 and in Appendix B and was a valuable resource
throughout the course of our investigation.

1. UNIVERSAL FORMULAE

This section presents universal formulae determining the SU(n) Casson invariants
An,o(K) in terms of the Alexander (or Conway) polynomial of K for all fibered
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knots K. After recalling the relevant definitions in §1.1 and the earlier results of
Frohman concerning the existence of polynomials p,, o in §1.2, we provide new direct
computations of p,, ,« for n,d relatively prime and n < 5. Next in §1.3 we describe
a change of variables leading to new polynomials ¢y, , which, though equivalent to
Dn,a, are given by much simpler formulae, at least for & = w (cf. Conjecture 1.9).
In §1.4 & 1.5, we reduce the computation of ¢, ., to the evaluation of the sums (x)
from the introduction. This involves computing the weighted homogeneous part of
Pn.wd (Which is independent of d provided (n,d) = 1)), and deducing the weighted
homogeneous part v, of g, 4. The last part of §1.5 describes the coefficients of v,
as linear combinations of the sums (x), and §2 presents general methods to evaluate
such sums. For the purposes of §1, Conjecture 1.16 provides a complete solution
determining v, for arbitrary n. Conjecture 1.9 then asserts that g, ., = v, allowing
one to recover py, ., from just its weighted homogeneous part. Finally, we mention
that one could employ the wall-crossing formulae of [2] to determine p,, o for all
generic o € SU(n) yielding universal formulae for A, (K) for all fibered knots K.

1.1. Basic Definitions. In this subsection we present a precise definition of the
SU(n) Casson invariants for fibered knots K in closed 3-manifolds N. Before doing
that, we introduce the notation for fibered knots and the classical knot invariants
given by the Alexander and Conway polynomials.

Suppose K is a knot in a closed oriented 3-manifold N.

Definition 1.1. A knot K C N is said to be fibered if there is an open tubular
neighborhood, 7(K), of K such that N \ 7(K) is homeomorphic to the mapping
torus of an orientation preserving homeomorphism ¢ : I — F,| where F is a
compact connected oriented surface with one boundary component, i.e.,

NA\T(K) = F x[0,1]/(x,0) ~ (¢(x),1).

The mapping torus structure of N\ 7(K) is essentially unique; if N\ 7(K) is also
homeomorphic to the mapping torus of an orientation preserving homeomorphism
¢ : F' — F’ then there is an orientation preserving homeomorphism h : FF — F’
and an isotopy between ¢ and h™! o ¢’ o h (for details, see chapter 5 of [4]). We
refer to ¢ as the monodromy map of the fibered knot K.

Definition 1.2. (i) The balanced Alezander polynomial of a fibered knot K C
N is given by Ag(t) = t~9det(id —ty.), where ¢ : F — F is the mon-
odromy map of K, g is the genus of F, and ¢, : Hi(F;Z) — H(F;Z) is
the induced map in homology.

(ii) The Conway polynomial of the fibered knot K C N is the unique polyno-
mial Vg (z) such that Vg (t1/2 —t=1/2) = Ak (t).

For N = S3, both (i) and (ii) coincide with the common definitions which are
usually given in terms of the Alexander module for (i) and in terms of skein theory
for (ii). In any case, Vi (z) is in fact a polynomial in 22 for knots K.

Now, we are almost ready to define the SU(n) Casson knot invariants for fibered
knots. These are given as Lefschetz numbers on representation varieties. We review
Lefschetz polynomials and Lefschetz numbers first and then describe the relevant
representation varieties.
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Definition 1.3. Given a space Y with the homotopy type of a finite CW complex
and a map f:Y — Y, the Lefschetz polynomial of the pair (Y, f) is defined by

D (1) trace (H,(f) : Hy(Y;Q) — H,(Y;Q)) ¢,

j=0
and the Lefschetz number of (Y, f) is the integer obtained by evaluating this poly-
nomial at ¢t = 1.

Let F' be a compact connected oriented surface of genus g with one boundary
component. Choose a basepoint b € 9F. The fundamental group 71 (F,bd) is a
free group on 2g generators. Let 6 € 71 (F,b) be the element determined by OF
and its orientation. For o € SU(n), define Ema to be the set of homomorphisms
p: m(F,b)—SU(n) such that p(J) is conjugate to o. The set Enya can be viewed
as a real algebraic subset of SU(n)?¢ and thus acquires a topology. Define R,
to be the quotient of Ema by the conjugation action of SU(n). An orientation
preserving homeomorphism h : (F,0F) — (F,0F) and a choice of a path from
the basepoint b to h(b) determines an automorphism hy : m(F,b) — mi(F,b).
Precomposition with hy induces a map h* ﬁn,a — ]T?n’a which in turn induces
amap h* : R, o — R, and h* depends only the homotopy class of h as a map
of pairs. In particular, this process defines an action of the mapping class group,
mo(Homeo™ (F')), on R,, o, where Homeo™ (F') is the topological group of orientation
preserving self-homeomorphisms of F'.

Definition 1.4. Suppose that K C N is a fibered knot with surface F' and mon-
odromy map ¢ : F' — F.
(i) Denote by Ly, o(t; K) the Lefschetz polynomial of the pair (R, q,¢*).
(ii) Define the SU(n) Casson invariant of K by setting Ap o(K) = Ly o(1; K),
i.e., Apo(K) equals the Lefschetz number of the pair (R, o, ¢*).

The Lefschetz number of a map can be thought of as an algebraic-topological
count of the number of fixed points of the map; here, fixed points of ¢* correspond
to characters of SU(n) representations of the knot group of K which take a longitude
into the conjugacy class of a.

The following is a restatement of Proposition 1.2 of [8].

Proposition 1.5. If Hi(N;Z) is finite, then Ag(1l) = |H1(N;Z)|. Otherwise,
Ag(1)=0.

Consequently, we shall be primarily interested in the case K is a knot in a rational
homology sphere N.

1.2. Universal Polynomials. This subsection gives a brief description of some
results of Frohman and serves as the starting point of our inquiry. Suppose K C
N is a fibered knot of genus ¢ in a rational homology 3-sphere N. For positive
integers d, n satisfying d < n and (d,n) = 1, Theorem 3.14 of [8] establishes the
existence of homogeneous polynomials p,, (o, 2, ..., T2,-2) of degree n —1 such
that A, ,4(K) is obtained by replacing x3; in p,, ,« by Ag])(l), the value of the
2j-th derivative of the balanced Alexander polynomial of K at ¢ = 1. (Recall that
w = €2™/™ times the n x n identity matrix. In [8], Pn.wd is denoted by p(n,d).)
Frohman showed in [8] that the Lefschetz polynomials L,, .« (K t) satisfy a mod-
ified version of the Atiyah-Bott recursion [1]. He also gave an algorithm, based on
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solving this recursion, for determining the polynomials p,, ,« (see equation (2.13)
in §2.2). By explicitly solving the recursion for n = 2 and n = 3, he computed ps
and ps3 .

Zagier subsequently found a general method for inverting the Atiyah-Bott recur-
sion and derived a summation formula for its solution (Theorem 2 of [15], see also
Theorem 2.2 in §2.2). Adapting Zagier’s result to Frohman’s modification of the
Atiyah-Bott recursion yields the following formula for the Lefschetz polynomials
Ly, a(t; K).

Before presenting this formula, we need to introduce some notation. For n > 0,
set ¢(t) = t9AK(t), the unbalanced Alexander polynomial, and

B tn’“(lfg)c(t)c(ﬁ) coee(tPh
(1.1) Qn = (1 _tg)g.._(l_t2n—2)2(1_t2n)-

For any a € R, let (a) = [a] — a + 1 be the unique b € (0,1] such that a + b € Z.
Define also

k—1
(1.2) M(nl, ce S 8) = Z(nl + ’ni+1)<(n1 + -+ n,)8>
i=1
The following proposition is proved by combining Proposition 2.1 of [8] with
Theorem 2 of [15].

Proposition 1.6. If K is a fibered knot of genus g and (n,d) = 1, then the Lefschetz
polynomial L, ,i(t; K) equals

°(9—1) 1*t2 z”: Z (71)k*1t21\/1(n1,..‘,nk;d/n)in”'an

(1 — Zmit2n2) ... (1 — 2Zre—+2n)

k=1ni+-+nrg=n

where the interior sum is over all compositions of n into k parts.

Note that A, ,a(K) = L,, ,a(1; K) but that the rational expressions in the sum-
mation formula for L, ,a(t; K) have poles of order 2n — 2 at ¢ = 1. Thus, to de-
termine the polynomials p,, ., one must apply L'Hopital’s rule 2n — 2 times. The
following table summarizes the known results. The cases n = 2 and n = 3 are due to
Casson and Frohman, respectively; the other cases are new. Since p,, ,a = p;, yn—d
(because of ‘duality’), these are complete results for n < 5.

TABLE 1. The polynomials p,, ,a for 2 <n <5

1
P2,w 5252
1 1.2
P3w 17520T4 — ToT2 + ;T35
1,2 5.2 2 7 7 2 ,1..3
Pa,w T2 T0%T6 — §TT4 + dxgre + —Sxowgm — 1%0%3 + D)
3 e 3 2

D5, 2880x0x8 =il xomﬁ +2 x0x4 — 56x0x2 + 576 x0x4 + 720x0x2w6

25,.2
— 13 T(T2T +8 xOxQ + x0m2x4 — 2z073 + 16952,

1 .3 41 3 2,2 13 .2
D502 | 3350%0%8 — 360 T3re + —x0x4 — bdadzs + 576%304 + S55%5%2T6

49 .2 2 4
— 57T T2 +8 x0x2 + xOxQx4 — 2z073 + Exz.
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1.3. Conway Coordinates. In this subsection, we make a change of variables
which corresponds to replacing the Alexander polynomial Ak (t) by the Conway
polynomial Vg (z). By its very definition, Ak (t) determines V k(z) and vice versa.
This is made precise in the following result.

Proposition 1.7. Suppose that a knot K in a closed 3-manifold N has Alexander
polynomial Ay (t) = ag + 3°7_, a;(t! +t77). Then its Conway polynomial Vi (z)
equals

a0+22aJ+ZZ(]+k_1)]aJk

k=1j=k

Proof. We first solve for the polynomials P, such that P,(z) = t" + t~™, where
z =t1/2 —¢t71/2 1t is straightforward to see that these satisfy the recursion:

Py(z) = 2, Pi(z)=22+2,
Poii(2) = (Z24+2)Pu(2) — Po_1(2), n=12,...

Using the formula

n+1 n+k _n n+k—2 +2£ n+k—1 _n—l n+k—2
E \n—k+1) k—-1\n—k+1 k n—k E \n—k—-1)’

one can verify directly that

by showing that, defined this way, P, satisfy the recursion. Inserting this explicit
formula for P, (z) into Vi (z) = Ak (t) = ap+ Z;’Zl a; Pj(z) and interchanging the
order of summation, we obtain the statement of the proposition. O

Define variables yo, ya, - - ., Yon—2 s0 that yo represents the 2k-th coefficient of
the Conway polynomial, i.e., so that V(Qk)(O) = (2k)!y2x. Using that

d*
dt?
together with Di Bruno’s formula for the Bell polynomials (§2.8, [14]), it follows

that
Wyor [ 21\% 25\
T2j = ZZ 122 (F) ((23'])!) ’

Toj = A(I?j)( 1) =~ Vgk (t1/2 —t_1/2),

where

2 = i(tl/2 — 72

dt?

n—1
n
= (—1)”—1F [@i-0.

t=1 i=1
and where the interior sum is over all 41, ..., f2; > 0 such that £, +---+/{5; = k and
0+ 20 + -+ 2jily; = 2j (as multisets, these are just partitions {1°1,...,(27)%}
of 25 into 2k parts, see §5.1 for an explanation of this notation).

By making the above change of coordinates to rewrite the polynomials p, o in
terms of yo,y2,...,Y2n—2 and calling the result ¢, o, we now see that the following
result is a direct consequence of Theorem 3.14 of [8], as extended in [3].
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Corollary 1.8. Suppose a € SU(n) is generic. There exist homogeneous polyno-
mials ¢no (Yo, Y2, - - - s Yan—2) of degree n — 1 such that, for any fibered knot K with
Conway polynomial Vi (2) =Y ;50 Caiz?,

)\n,a(K) = qn,a(COa 027 ey 02n72)-
The table below is obtained by applying Proposition 1.7 to our previous computa-
tions of p,, a.

TABLE 2. The polynomials g,, ,« for 2 <n <5

q2,w Y2
43,w 2yoys + Y3
G40 5Y3y6 + Tyoy2ys + Y

Go | 14ydys + 26y3y2v6 + 1152y3 + 16y0y3ys + 3

Gso2 | 14ydys + 26y2yays + 11y3y3 + 16y0y3ys + s

+203y2ys + 2y3vs

Notice that this change of variables yields strikingly simpler formulae than before.
Notably, if we assign to yo; the weighted degree 27, then g, ., is seen to be weighted
homogeneous for 2 < n < 5. We believe this is true for all n.

Conjecture 1.9. ¢, (Y0, Y2, ..., Y2n—2) is weighted homogeneous for all n > 1.

It is not generally true that g, o is weighted homogeneous for a € SU(n).

In all our computations, the coefficients of ¢, ,a are integers. Moreover, the
coefficients of gy, ., are all positive integers. We ask if these statements are true in
general.

Question 1.10. (1) Is gna € Zlyo,Y2,---,Y2n—2] for all n and all generic
a € SU(n)?
(2) Are the coefficients of qn, . always positive integers?

Remark 1.11. Viewing ¢, o as a map from Q" to Q, it follows that g, , takes the
integer lattice Z™ to Z. This is easily demonstrated by interpreting gy ., (k1, ..., kn)
as the Lefschetz number of the fibered knot K with Conway polynomial Vg (z) =

>, ko2

1.4. The weighted homogeneous part of p,, ,,« and enumerative sums. In
the next subsection, we shall assume Conjecture 1.9 and derive a formula for gy, ., in
terms of certain sums. In this subsection, we determine a formula for the weighted
homogeneous part of p,, .« and observe that this is vastly simpler to compute than
all of p, ,a. The general idea is to apply L’Hopital’s rule 2n — 2 times to the
summation formula for En,wd (t; K), which is the balanced polynomial associated
to L, ,a(t; K) of Proposition 1.6. Exploiting the fact that we only care about
the terms in p,, ,a of highest weighted degree, we are able to perform what would
otherwise be an unreasonably complicated calculation.

Sample calculations of p, ., for n = 2 and n = 3 can be found in [8], and the
material here assumes some familiarity with those techniques. We only explain
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those features relevant to the more general calculation. It was observed in [8] that
the formula for the balanced Lefschetz polynomial

Lpoa(t; K) =t 29mEa) (4 K)
is nearly identical to the formula given in Proposition 1.6 except that it is inde-
pendent of the genus g. Specifically, letting ¢(t) denote the balanced Alexander
polynomial of K (so ¢(t) =t~ 9¢(t)), it follows from (1.1) that
£ E(H)e(t) e
(1—12)2.. (1 — 2n—2)2(1 — 2n)’
)

(g — 1), we see from Proposition 1.6 that

Qn =
Since dim R,, ,a = 2(n? — 1
(1 _t2) n Z (_1)k71t2M(n1,...,nk;d/n)lenl an

(1 _ t2n1+2n2) .. (1 _ thk—l‘i’an) ’

L t K
" wd( ) C(t) k=1ni+-+nrg=n

where M (ny,...,ng;d/n) is as defined in equation (1.2).
Now for some general comments. Suppose that I is an index set and that

sz

’L

where E(t), pi(t), i € I, are Laurent polynomials which are analytic at ¢y, and
where ¢;(t), i € I, are polynomials with zeroes of order m at to. Writing ¢;(t) =
(t — t0)™q;(t) and noting that g,;(tg) # 0, we observe that

UG AG) /m! [Ta ).

t=to ;eI jEI el

We are interested in using this to evaluate Ln’wd (t; K)at t =1, so let
I={n=(mn1,...,nk) | k>1, ny+-+np=n}

be the set of all compositions of n, and define

(14) pﬁ(t) _ ( l)k 1t2M(nd/n) 1 1HH t2] 1

[T T, - tW} [Hi;lu — gt
(1= )L (1 - 12m) '

Notice that py(¢) is indeed a Laurent polynomial and is analytic at t = 1, and that
qn(t) € Z[t] has a zero of order 2n — 2 at ¢ = 1. Writing ¢, (t) = (£ — 1)?"72g,(t), it
is straightforward to verify that

(1.5) W(t) =

k k—1
(1.6) 7,(1) =222 [ [ nal(ni — D [ (nj + mjs1).-
i=1 j=1

To determine Zn,wd(l; K) using (1.3), we compute

> ou®) [] @u® /(2n—2)!an(1)

t=1 ner mel

d2n—2
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For a fixed knot K, this allows one to determine A, 4 (/). However, as Frohman
observes (see p. 137, [8]), since the formula obtained is independent of the genus g
of the knot, one actually obtains a formula for A, ,4(K) in terms of the derivatives
of é(t) at t = 1 which is universal in the sense that it does not depend on K.

Although it is possible to compute (1.7) for certain restricted values of n, the
general computation appears intractable. For example, in the table of §1.2, the
results of computer calculations of p,, ,a are listed. As n increases, the complexity
of this computation grows exponentially making it impossible to directly determine
Pn,wd in general.

On the other hand, we are only interested in the weighted homogeneous part of
P e of highest weighted degree, thus we can ignore all terms of (1.7) involving fewer
than 2n — 2 derivatives of p,(t). This means that for our purposes, the expression
in (1.7) simplifies to give

d2n—2

(1.8) Z (dt2"72 t=

nel

1pﬂ(t)>/ (2n —2)! g, (1).

We are not claiming that (1.8) equals znymd(l;K)7 just that (1.8) can be used
to find the weighted homogeneous part of p,, ,« of highest weighted degree. The
expression in (1.8) is still quite cumbersome to calculate, but notice that there is a
further simplification. To make this precise, we introduce the following definition.

Definition 1.12. Given a Laurent polynomial ¢(¢), suppose

2
p(t) = [ ] éui(t) fi®),

=1

where w;(t), f;(t) for i =1,...,k are polynomials. Then

m k
(19) L= Y TIE @) g,

Ot AL <m i=1

where the sum is over all £ = (¢1,...,¢;) € N* and where g; ;(t) are polynomi-
als depending on ¢;, f;(t),u;(t), i = 1,...,k and their derivatives. For each term

Hle &) (ui (1)) gie(t) of (1.9), define its é-order to be Ele l;.
Notice that for terms in (1.9) of ¢-order m, we have g ¢(t) = (,, ™, ) fi(t).
We now introduce the index set B,, defined for n = (nq,...,nx) a composition
of n by
By ={(i,j) |1 <i <k, 1<j<my, (i,5) # (L1}
(B,, is just the Ferrers board associated to n with the block at (1,1) removed.)

Thus, we can rewrite (1.4) as
(1.10) pult) = (—1)F 1M d/m=t T 2=,
(4,3)€Bn
Now use the basic derivative formula for products:

m

k . i )
dtm il;[lhi(t) => <€1,~..,£k) 12 @),

i=1

where the sum is over all solutions to ¢; + - -+ 4+ £, = m in nonnegative integers
ly,. .., 0. Taking m = 2n —2, applying the above to (1.10), and noting that we can
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drop any term of ¢-order less than 2n — 2, again because we only need the weighted
homogeneous part of p,, ,a of highest weighted degree, it is apparent that

n— _ . n)— 2n - 2 . o~ -
dd:’z%pﬂ(t) _ (_1)k 142M (n;d/n)—1 Z ( ) H (27 _ 1)&] C(é”)(tm 1)
¢ (

(i) /) i 5en,
(1.11) + (terms of é-order less than 2n — 2),

where the sum is over all £;; € N satisfying }(; ;) cp fij = 2n—2 and where (2(7;7)2)

indicates a multinomial coefficient.

By Proposition 1.4 of [8], since &(t) = ¢(t™1), it follows that any odd order deriv-
ative ¢2+1)(1) can be written as a linear combination of the even order derivatives
é(1),&"(1),...,&29(1). Keeping track of only those terms of é-order 2n — 2, we may
thus ignore any term from (1.11) where ¢;; is odd for some (%, j) € Bi.

Evaluating (1.11) at ¢t = 1 and dropping these irrelevant terms, we are left with

2n—2 _ 2n — 2 . . -
(?tmﬁpﬁ(t) = (_1)k ! E I | (2] - 1)2/\U 0(2)\”)(1)
t=1 (2)\1']') o
A (,5)€Bn.

(1.12) + (terms of é-order less than 2n — 2)
+ (terms of odd order derivatives of &(t) at t = 1),

where )\;; € N satisfy Z(i feB, Aij =n—1.

Finally, we obtain a formula for the weighted homogeneous part of p,, ,« by
replacing &2¢)(1) by zo, in (1.12), dividing by (1.6) and summing over all n. Setting
by = 4%01(¢ — 1)!, we deduce that the weighted homogeneous part of p,, ,« equals

n 2n—2 . ij
2 ((zxij)) H(z‘,j)eBﬂ(QJ —1)* T2X;;

(1.13) 4y (=pk Y

P k—1 :
k=1 nit-tnp=n (2n —2)! Hi:l bn, Hj:l (”j + ”j+1)

The monomial terms of (1.13) are indexed by partitions of n — 1 determined by
(Aij). Writing A = (A1,...,Aq) for the partition obtained from ()\;;) by removing
all occurrences of 0 and setting xo) = 333"72‘172952)\1 -+ Tg),, we observe from (1.13)

that

(1.14) Prwd = Z % + (terms of lower weighted degree),
N 11 tp—1-
where the sum is over partitions (A1,...,A\q) of n — 1, which we have written as
{1%,...,(n — 1)1} in multiset notation (see the beginning of §1.5 for an expla-
nation of this notation), and where C) is given in Definition 1.13.

If d is a positive integer, denote elements ((i1,41),.- ., (iq,jq)) € BY, the d-fold

Cartesian product of B, by (i,7) where i = (i1,...,iq) and j = (j1,...,ja). Let

g ={6.9) € BE | (ins i) = (ie, jo) for some k # ¢}

be the large diagonal subset of Bg and set OBg = Bg \ Ag. With respect to the
obvious Sy action, Ai is an invariant subset.
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Definition 1.13. Suppose that A = (A1,...,\q) is a partition of n — 1. Set by =
4401(¢ — 1)! and define

ax(n)
(1.15) Cy = Z N . o1 :
(2)\1 2)\d : n=(ni,...,n) Hi:l b, Hj:1 (TL]' + nj+1>
where the interior sum is over all compositions n = (ng,...,n;) of n into k parts
and
ax(m) = Y (2 — D (20— D
(i,5)€ °BZ

1.5. The weighted homogeneous part of g, <. Before proceeding, we intro-

duce some useful notation. Given a partition n = (ni,...,ng) of n, we may write
this as the multiset {1¢,... ,n’}, where
(i) ¢; is the number of times i occurs in (nq,...,nk),
(ii) i* means i,...,i, repeated ¢ times (in particular i® = ), and
(iii) £, + 200 + - + nly =
Suppose that « € SU(n) has eigenvalues A1, ..., Ax of multiplicities ny, ..., ng. It

is elementary to see that the conjugacy class of « in SU(n) has Euler characteristic
given by the multinomial coefficient ( "nk) Define m,, = ("1 " nk). It follows
from the results of [2, 3] that the Welghted homogeneous part of ¢, o/Mq, denoted
by vn (Yo, Y2, - -, Yan—2), is independent of generic & € SU(n). Note that m ,« = 1
and that w? is generic if and only if (n,d) = 1.

In this subsection, we derive a formula for each coefficient of v, (yo, y2, - - -, Y2n—2),
the weighted homogeneous part of ¢, ¢, as a linear combination of the sums
p(A1,. .., Ag;n) appearing in Definition 1.15. The computation of v, is vastly sim-
pler than that of ¢, .. By the general results of §1.3, it follows that

= (24)'y2; + (terms of lower weighted degree).

Thus, if A = (A1,...,A\q) is a partition of n—1 and if we denote by y2) the monomial
ya" 20— 299x, -+ - Yo, then v, is obtained from (1.14) by replacing x2y by

(2)\1)! e (2)\d)!y2/\-

Remark 1.14. As invariants of knots, v, and p,, ,« do not appear to bear any
relationship to one another. In fact, considering how many terms were dropped
from L,W (1; K) in our calculations of the weighted homogeneous part of p,, ,a
(not to mention that (2¢)lys; # 2;), Conjecture 1.9 seems to be quite miraculous.

Writing

_ CAY2)
Vn(yoay% e 7y2n72> = Z PR
\ 1- n—1-

we see from (1.15) that

n=(ny,...,ng) j=1 (nj +nj+1)

where ay(n) is given in Definition 1.13 and b, = 4°¢!(¢ — 1)! as before.

FEzamples. We relate (1.16) to the summation formulae (1) and (}) for A,, and B,
from the introduction.



UNIVERSAL FORMULAE FOR SU(n) CASSON INVARIANTS OF KNOTS 13

(i) Suppose d =1 and A = (n—1). Then for any composition n = (n4,...,n;) of n,
A, = 0 and we see from Definition 1.13 that ax(n) = —1+3F S (25 —1)* 2
Thus, using (1.16), the coefficient of y{ ™ 2ya,_9 in v, is given by

- —L4 30, Y0 (25 — 1)
Cln—1) = 42(_1)k+1 Z J )
k=1

k k—1
ni+-Fng=n Hi:l bn1 Hj:l (nJ + nj""l)

It will follow from Theorem 2.18 that the above sum equals A,, as defined in (¥)
in the introduction, and moreover that this sum evaluates to give %(2::12), the
(n — 1)-st Catalan number.

(ii) Now suppose d = n—1 and A = (1,...,1). Because B, is a finite set with
n — 1 elements and because the set OBg consists of k-tuples of distinct elements of
B, it follows that up to the action of the symmetry group S,_i, every element

of By~ is equivalent to the (n — 1)-tuple obtained by listing each element of B,
once. Thus,

ag..y = Y. 2 =17 (21— 1)
(i,5)€°By "

k n;
(n= I -0

i=1j=1

and it follows that the coefficient of ygfl in v, is given by

n k n; .
€a,..,1) _ 42( 1)k Z [T T2 (25 — 1)?
—_ 1 o k k—1 :
(n—1)! b1 it np=n LLi=1 On; Hj:l (nj +njt1)
This equals the sum for B,, as defined in () of the introduction, and in Theorem
2.5, we will evaluate this sum and prove it equals 1.

The evaluation of both sums in (i) and (ii) above involve the method of integral
equations. These methods apply more generally to the sums in the following defi-
nition, which are what one gets for (1.16) by replacing °BZ by the larger set B2 in
Definition 1.13. B N

Definition 1.15. For any A and for n a partition of n, define
(1.17) ax(n) = Y (21— 1) (250 — 1)
(Ll)eBi

Define

il ax(n)
(L18)  p(A1,...,Agzn) =4 (—1)FH! 2 o :
; n_(nlz;)nk) [T bn, szll(nj +nj41)

Notice that A is not assumed to be a partition of n — 1 in the above definition.
The following conjecture gives a formula for the evaluation of these sums assuming
that A\ +---+ Ay < n — 1. The conjecture has been extensively verified and will
be proved in the case d = 1 in the next section (see Theorem 2.18).
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Conjecture 1.16.

(2) - (Be)ni= i+t a=n—1

p(A1,. .., Ag;n) =
! 0 A+t Aa<n—1.

We shall describe the coefficients ¢y of v, as linear combinations of p(A';n). Our
description is independent of Conjecture 1.16. For ease of notation, simply write
p(A) for p(A;n) whenever Ay 4+ --- + Ag = n — 1 (i.e., whenever X is a partition of
n—1).

In the special case where d = 1, then of course A% = () and p(\) = cy. However,
for d > 1 one must correct by subtracting the contribution to (1.18) made by those
terms in the diagonal A¢ in (1.17).

The argument proceeds by utilizing the principle of inclusion-exclusion as follows.
For an arbitrary set X, the d-fold product X¢ is “stratified” with respect to the

group action Sy, as we now explain. Given a partition d = (dy,...,d,) of d, we
say that (z1,...,74) € X? has type d, if, up to reordering, z; = --- = z4,, and
Tdy41 = -+ = Td,+d,, and so on. Define the subsets 04 c X7 by

Q4 = {(z1,...,24) has type d}.

For example, Q{1"} = X7 and Q{21"7*} = A9, the large diagonal subset of X<.
Clearly these sets are nested, in fact, Q4 C Q¢ if and only if e is a refinement of d.
We will write e < d whenever ¢ is a proper refinement of d. Let

00d — Qd\ U e
e>d

be the set of “pure” d type.
Let H, be the stabilizer of Q4 with respect to the S, action. Writing the partition
d as a multiset {1%,... d"}, one sees that H, sits in the short exact sequence

(S1)% x -+ x (Sg)% — Hy — Sp, x --- x Sy,

and is, in fact, a direct sum of wreath products of (S;)% and S, (it being understood
that (S;)¢ = {e}, the trivial group, whenever ¢ = 0). The order of H, is therefore

|[Hyl = (1) - (d) 2! -+ Lg!

and its index is given by the following quotient,

d! d 1
1.1 = — = _
(1.19) ha |Hy| (dl,...,dr) 0y

Now suppose X = B,,. Using this notation, stratify the large diagonal subset Ai

of our d-fold Ferrers Board B¢ into the sets denoted by Q% and OQ%. The strategy
is to correct our initial guess for ¢y by successively adding and subtracting terms
associated with these subsets.

For example, notice what happens to the summand of (1.17) for a typical term
(i,7) € BZ in the diagonal. Taking (i1, j1) = (42, j2), then the summand is the one
that arises in the power sum with A replaced by X = (A + A2, A3, ..., Aq). More
generally if (ix, jx) = (ig, je), then X is replaced by A where

N o=k A A Moo Ay M)

The first approximation is to subtract off these associated power sums, and it will
prove convenient to do this in an Sgz-equivariant way.
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Definition 1.17. For d = (ds,...,d,) a partition of d and o € Sy, define

Ak = Aoyt tdir41) T F Ao(dy4tdi)

for k =1,...,r (we suppress the dependence of A on d and ). Set

Pd(A1y- -5 Ad) = Z p(Ay,..., A,
[o]€ Sa/Ha

where [o] denotes the coset of Hy in Sy represented by o.

Returning to the example where (ix,jr) = (ig,j¢) for some k # £, the rel-
evant partition is d = (2,1,...,1) and the first approximation is to subtract
pa(A1, ..., Aqg). This successfully subtracts all terms in the sum (1.17) coming from

00 however, it over-subtracts terms in Q5 whenever e < d because Q5 has a
different stabilizer group.

For a specific example, suppose d = 3,d = (2, 1) and e = (3). Because hg = 3, Q%
has three components intersecting in Q7. Subtracting pq from p(A1, A2, A3) over-
subtracts p. by a factor of 3, and to compensate we need to adjust by adding back
2pe.

We continue this procedure using the principle of inclusion-exclusion, which ex-
plains the occurrence of the numbers ay4 of Proposition 1.18. We work for the
moment with extended partitions, which are non-increasing sequences of positive
integers (p;) such that lim p; = 1. One may think of these as partitions of oo, two

11— 00

examples being (1°°) and (2,1°°) in multiset notation. There is a partial ordering
on these sequences given by refinement and we write (p;) < (p}) if (p;) is a proper
refinement of (p}). For example, (¢,1°°) < (¢/,1°°) if and only if £ < ¢'. For any such
p = (p;), there is a chain (1°) = p’ < p” < --- < p = p and we define the level of
p, denoted £(p), to be the maximal such . For example, (£,1°°) and (2¢, 1) both
have level /.

We now define integer-valued functions on the set {p = (p;)} of extended parti-

tions by setting
(1 ifp=(1™)
ao(p) = { 0 if otherwise,

and defining a;41(p) in terms of a;(p) by

a;(p) if t(p) <j

G P)=Y ai) = DD i) it ) > 5.
p'<p
£(p)=j

Here, m,, is the multiplicity with which p occurs in p’. Because putting a string
of ones at the end of d and e has no effect on the numbers m. 4 of Definition 1.20,
we may use that definition to define my , here.

Clearly, all terms of level £ are determined after ¢ iterations, and we claim that
a;(p) — oy as j — oo. This is the content of the following proposition.

Proposition 1.18. Suppose A is a partition of n—1 into d parts. For any partition
d=(di,...,d;) of d, define ag = (dy — 1)! -+ (d — 1)!(=1)4*". Then

(120) C\ :Zaipd()\lv"w)\d)v
d
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the sum being over all partitions of d.

The proof of the proposition rests on some well-known properties of Stirling
numbers of the first kind, which is illustrated in the following lemma.

Lemma 1.19. Suppose d is a partition of d and hg is given by (1.19). If d > 1,
then ) aahg =0, the sum being taken over all partitions of d.

Proof. The standard results which this proof uses can be found in many introduc-
tory texts on combinatorics, e.g. see Secs. 3.2 and 3.3 of [14].
Write the partition d as the multiset {14, ..., d*} and notice that
d!
16 .. dlagyl. . 0,
equals the number of cycles in Sy consisting of ¢; 1-cycles, ¢5 2-cycles, etc. It is a
well-known fact that the function defined by

(—D)""aghy =

d

fat) = Y > agha |t

r=1 \d=(di,....d,)

is the generating function for the Stirling numbers s(d, r) of the first kind (here, the
inside sum is over partitions of d into r parts). Thus fy(¢t) =t(t —1)---(t —d +1)
and fgq(1) =0 for d > 1, which completes the proof. O

The proof of the proposition follows from the lemma, as we now explain.

Proof. We must show that, after performing the sum on the right-hand side of
(1.20), terms in the diagonal Ai do not contribute, i.e., the overall coefficient of

each and every summand term associated to the stratum OQ% is zero whenever
d#(1,...,1). A given stratum Q5 contributes terms of d type if and only if e < d,
where recall that e < d if e is a refinement of d. Hence we claim that

(1.21) > agmeq=0.

e<d

Here, me,q is the multiplicity of OQ% in 5, and roughly it counts the number of
times a term of pure type d appears in p.. In order to define m, 4 precisely, we shall
need to make a subtle distinction between refinements and sub-partitions of d. We
denote the former by e and the latter by d, where d = (d;, ..., d,) is a sub-partition
of d=(dy,...,d;) (i.e., d; is a partition of d; for each i =1,...,7).

The difference between refinements and sub-partitions is nicely illustrated by the
following example. Let d = (4,2), e = (2,2,1,1), and consider d = ((2,2), (1,1))
and d = ((2,1,1),(2)). Both d and d' are sub-partitions of d with underlying
refinement e, but they are not equal.

Write d ~ e if d is a sub-partition whose underlying partition equals e.

Definition 1.20. (i) Define hq = hg, -+ ha if d = (d;,....d

partition of d, where hq defined in (1.19).
(ii) Ife < d, define me g = >, hd, the sum being over distinct ways of writing

) is a sub-

¢ as a sub-partition d.
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For example, taking as before d = (4,2), e = (2,2,1,1), d = ((2,2),(1,1)) and
d =((2,1,1),(2)), then hq = (4) 1 =3and hg = (3) =6, hence me g =3+6=09.

a 2
Since a, = ag, ---ag_ whenever e ~ d = (dq,...,d,), we obtain

Y temeqg = Y > ag -oghg

e<d e<d d~e

- Z Qd, hd1 e Z O@T,hgr =0.
d, d,

The second set of sums is over all partitions d; of d; and the last step follows from
the lemma. This proves the claim (1.21) and the proposition now follows. O

Computations of v, for 2 < n < 10 can be found in Appendix B. To rigorously
perform these calculations, we use the techniques of the next section to verify
Conjecture 1.16 in the relevant cases.

2. INTEGRAL EQUATIONS

In §2.1 we introduce, in a general context, integral equation techniques for ana-
lyzing sums of the form

n

S Y et

k=1 ni+-+ng=n Hj:l (nj +nj+1)

These ideas are extended in §2.2 to contour integral equations and then applied to
obtain an efficient new recursive algorithm for computing the Lefschetz polynomials
L, ,a(t; K). Strong results are obtained when the relevant integral equations can
be solved in closed form. By finding such a closed form solution, we show in
§2.3 that the sum B, (see (I) in the introduction) evaluates to 1 (Theorem 2.5).
Our approach to Conjecture 1.16 requires that we obtain explicit solutions to a
certain class of integral equations (2.25); this is accomplished in §2.4. In §2.6
these solutions, together with some facts (see §2.5) concerning sums of powers of
odd numbers, are the main ingredients of the proof of Conjecture 1.16 in the case
d = 1 (Theorem 2.18). In particular, we prove that the sum A, (see (}) in the
introduction) evaluates to the Catalan number X (*"~?).

Our development of the integral equations in §2.1 and 2.2 is slightly more general
than we need. There, we consider an algebra A which need not be commutative.
It should be noted that a commutative algebra would suffice for the applications in
the sequel.

2.1. Generating functions and integral equations. Let A be a (not necessarily
commutative) algebra over a field of characteristic 0 and let A[Y7,...,Y;,] denote
the polynomial ring over A in the commuting variables Y7,...,Y,,. For p(y) =
Zﬁio a;yt € Alyl, define the formal integral:

N

1
— @i
/Op(y)dy:ZHl €A

i=0
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If f(t,y) = > ne o Pu(y)t"™ is a formal power series in the commuting variable ¢ with
coeflicients in Aly], define

/ ' fty)dy = i ( / lpn<y)dy) "

Given a sequence a, € A, n = 1,2,..., the associated generating function is the
formal power series in the commuting variable s:

(o)
s) = Z ans"
n=1

For k > 2, define a formal power series over Alyi,...,yx—1] in the commuting
variables s, t by

Vi(s, b1, y6-1) = (1 ye1)” ' p(yrs) prgyj 1t) | plys-1t)

oo
ni+ng—1 nE—1+nr—1 gMgn—n
§ E Qpy « " Gny Yy e Yk 't i

n=k ni+--+nrg=n

The second sum is over all compositions of n into k parts.
Set ¢1(s,t) = p(s) and, for k > 2, define

1 1
(2.1) or(s,t) = // Vi(s,tiyn, .o yk—1)dyr - - dyr—1
0 0

)
_ E E Any = Oy ROFLEL O]
- k—1

n=k ni+---+nr=n Hj:l (nj + nj+1)

Note that ¢ (s,t) = f p(ys) ¢r—1(ty,t)dy for k > 1 and consequently if we define

(2.2) )= i Vet (s, t),

k=1
then ®(s,t) satisfies the basic integral equation:

1
(2.3) @(s,t)—l—/ p(zs)fb(ty,t)dy = p(s).

0

From (2.1) and (2.2) we have that

(24) S t i <i Z k_a;“ s Ay ) snltn—'m) ,

k=1 nyHetng= nHj:l(”j+"j+1

and thus

d(t,t) = Z (Z Z Hkil;ll C gy, > n
k=1

n=1 ni+-4ng=n j:l(nj+nj+1)
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If &(s, 1) = 3272, 307 Ajs't!, satisfies the integral equation (2.3), then a com-
parison of the coefficients on both sides of (2.3) yields the following recursion for-
mula for the coefficients A;;:

(25) Ai() = a; 1= 1,2, N
j_l A
(2:6) ’ ;J_W j

Conversely, if A;; are elements in A defined by (2.5) and (2.6), then ®(s,t) =
Doy e Aijs't/ is a solution to (2.3). Since (2.5) and (2.6) uniquely define the
A;;’s, this formal power series solution to (2.3) is unique.

2.2. Contour integral equations. Let F be a field of characteristic 0, let F((x))
be the field of formal power series over F in the variable x and let A be a (not
necessarily commutative) algebra over F((z)). Define the formal contour integral

of a polynomial f(y) = ZL any”™ € Aly| by

N
[EOICRED St

n=1

Remark 2.1. We justify the terminology “formal contour integral” as follows. Con-
sider the series

in the complex variables u,v. This series converges uniformly on compacta in the
domain

Q={(u,v) €C? |v#0, Ju<1, v#u"k=0,1,...}.

Calculating residues, we obtain
U ,
Res ———~ = Res —— =u n=12...

and hence by the Residue Theorem:

1
n _ kn __ —
j{v n(u,v)dvfkg_ou ={—n n=12...

(contour integral over the unit circle).

Recall that given a sequence @, € A, n = 1,2,..., the associated generating
function is the formal power series:

plu) = Z Qnu”.
n=1
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For k > 2, define a formal power series over Aly1,...,yr—1] in the commuting
variables s,t by

‘7k(37t;yla-~-7ykfl) = p(y1s) prgyg 1t) | p(yr—1t)

ni+ng—1 k1+nk1nnn
g E Qny - Quyy 7y A

n=k ni+--+ng=n
The second sum is over all compositions of n into k parts.
Set ¢1(s,t) = p(s) and for, k > 2, define

gk(sﬂf)

k-1

%"'%Vk(svt; Yty Y1) H n(x,y;)dyr - - - dyr—1
j=1

@) SN DR IE S

n=k nit+--+ng=n Hj:l (1 xn1+nJ+l)

Note that ak(s,t) = %p(sy)gk,l(t%y)n(x,y)dy for £k > 1 and consequently if

we define

(2.8) ) = i Y= 1¢k (s,1),

k=1

then 5(5, t) satisfies the basic integral equation:

(2.9) B(s,1) + f p(s9)®(ty, i, y)dy = p(s).

From (2.7) and (2.8) we see that

(2.10)  B(s,t) = Z (Z(_I)kl Z kf)m an o s"lt"”l),

_ +
k=1 ni+--+ng=n Hj:l (1 AR

If B(s,t) = 3°°, Yo Ay;sit! satisfies the integral equation (2.9), then a com-
parison of the coefficients on both sides of (2.9) yields the following recursion for-
mula for the coefficients A,;:

(2.11) A = Qi i=1,2,...
il 3
A _ ) J—a,9 .
(2.12) A = —szl_xijﬂ. j>0.
q=0

Conversely, if ﬁij are the elements in A are defined by (2.11) and (2.12), then
D(s,t) = 372, 272 Aijs't! is a solution to (2.9). Since (2.11) and (2.12) uniquely
define the A;;’s, this formal power series solution to (2.9) is unique.

Let @ and Q4 (n > 0, d € Z/nZ) be elements of a not necessarily commutative
algebra over F((x)) which are related by

(2.13)  Qnq = i > Y N Q)

k=1 ni+-+nrg=n dy/ny>--->di/ny
dy+-+dp=d
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where

N(nl,...,nk;dl,...,dk) = Z (de—d]nl)
1<i<j<k

A recursive formula of this type was given by Harder and Narasimhan [11] (im-
plicitly, but made explicit by [6]) and by Atiyah and Bott [1] for computing the
Poincaré polynomials of the moduli space of semistable rank n, degree d holomor-
phic vector bundles over a given Riemann surface of genus g in the case n and d
are relatively prime. Frohman showed [8] that the same recursion can be used to
compute the Lefschetz polynomials L,, ,4(t; K) (cf. Proposition 1.6 from §1.2) in
the case n and d are relatively prime. Explicitly, if @), and @, 4 are defined by

tn”(1=9) ¢ (¢)
(214) Qn7d == W Ln,wd (t),
=D e(t)e(t?) - - - (2 1)

(1—2)2.- (1 — 2n=2)2(1 — ¢2n)’

(2.15) Qn =

where ¢(t) = t9A K (t) is the (unbalanced) Alexander polynomial of K (this agrees
with (1.1) of §1.2) then, letting z = t?, Q,, and Q,, 4 satisfy (2.13).

Zagier discovered the following summation formula (Theorem 2 of [15]) for solv-
ing the recursion given by (2.13).

Theorem 2.2. For Q,, and Q4 as in (2.18)
n xM("ly---,nk;d/n)in Q

de — Z(_l)k—l Z

E—1 —
k=1 ni+--+ng=n Hj:1 (]. — x".7+ng+1)

U2

where M(nq,...,ng; 8) is defined as in equation (1.2) from §1.2.

Since M (nq,...,ng;1/n) =n —ny, for @, and @, 4 as in (2.13), we have

@n1 = Z(*l)kfl Z x::llem~-~an

K
k=1 ni+--+ng=n Hj;l (1 - .’Eni+"j+1)

and a comparison with (2.10) yields the following result.

Proposition 2.3. For Q, and Q, 4 as in (2.13) and ®(s,t) as in (2.10), we have
that

0 ~
ZQ”J u® = O(u,ux),
n=1

i.e., i(u,ux) is the generating function for the sequence {Qn1 | n=1,2,...}.

In particular, this proposition can be applied to obtain an efficient new recursive
algorithm for computing the Lefschetz polynomials L,, ,a(t; K):
(1) Let Qn,1 and @), be given by (2.14) and (2.15) respectively.
(i) Compute ®(s,t) via the recursive formula given by (2.11) and (2.12).
(iii) Obtain Q1 as the coefficient of u™ in O (u, uz).
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2.3. Evaluation of sums via integral equations: An example. For n =
1,2, ... define the rational numbers (3,, by

. n (2n 2
=g ()

Consider the formal power series

)= Bat".
n=1

Then p(t) can be characterized in terms of hypergeometric functions, in fact p(t) =
i 2 F( g, g, 2;t), where F'(a, b, ¢; t) is a power series solution to Gauss’s hypergeometric
dlﬂerentlal equation ¢(1 — t)y"” + [c — (a + b+ 1)t]y’ — aby = 0.

We are interested in the integral equation:

1
(2.16) <I>(S,t)+/ M@(tm,t)dx = p(s).

0 T
Proposition 2.4. ®(s,t) = *;p (‘;:i) is the unique power series solution to
(2.16).

Before giving its proof, we observe the following consequence of Proposition 2.4
which asserts that the sums denoted by B, in (1) of the introduction evaluate to 1.

Theorem 2.5. Let b, = 4*k!(k — 1)!. Forn > 1,

4i Z Hz 1 Hnl (2.7 - 1)2 -1

k
nitetnp=n Hi:1 bn, Hj:l (nj +nj+1)

Proof. By Proposition 2.4 and (2.4),

PPN DS xf?l P a(r,0) = 4(1t— £’

n=1k=1 ni+-+ng=n Hj:l (”j + nj-i-l)

The conclusion follows from the fact that

Ty, (2 — 1) -

b= 4rpl(n — 1)

Remark 2.6. We sketch a topological proof that B, from (1) of the introduction
(i.e., the sum considered in Theorem 2.5) equals £1, assuming Conjecture 1.9. If K
is a fibered knot of genus 1, then Vg (2) = Cy + Ca22, where Cy = +1 and Co = 1.
Moreover, for (n,d) = 1, it follows that R,, ,a is connected and 0-dimensional, hence
just a point. Thus L,, ,a(t; K) = £1. Now Conjecture 1.9 implies that

+1 =\ w(K) = 1,(Co, C2,0,...,0) = B,Cy ' = B,.

Proof of Proposition 2.4. Expanding ®(s,t) = ﬁp (S*t> as a power series and

using the binomial theorem and the formula: = t)nﬂ =5 ben ( )tk’”, we observe
that
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> s—1t)"
O(s,t) = ZOSBH_H((l_t))n_H

S (Sl £

= Z Z Z ﬂn+1( ) (fl) gn—tlyk+t—n

n=0 k=n £=0

= i i Xn:(—l)"_mﬁnﬂ (n ”m> (i) gM+1gk—m

n=0 k=n m=0

211) -y [zm (1) (i)]smwk—m,

k=0 m=0
where the fourth line follows by making the substitution m =n — £.
Substituting ¢ = m + 1 and j = k —m into (2.17) shows that

S
i=1 =0
where A; ; is defined for ¢ > 1 and j > 0 by the term in (2.17) in brackets, i.e.,

i+j—1 iaf i1
Ay = D (1) i1 L )P

n=i1—1
J .
i+qg—1\[(i+j5—1
2.18 = — itq-
(2.18) > ()
Now define ,Z” for i > 1 and j > 0 by setting
Aio = Bi
T « j—1 ¢ Bo1
2.19 A = —p; —1)¢ y 4 )
(219) ) Yo (Y Fers v ey

q=0

Lemma 2.7. (i) Fori>1and j >0, A;j; = XU
-1 7
~ ~ Aj_
(ii) Fori,j > 1, A;; satisfies the recursion A; j = —ﬂiz %
tTj)—4q
q=0

First, observe that parts (i) and (ii) of the lemma establish the theorem, since (ii)
is exactly the recursion formula that the solution to (2.16) must satisfy. Moreover,
part (i) actually implies part (ii), as we now explain.

Part (ii) is equivalent to the statement that, for ¢,5 > 1,

"1(1)k(j1> B Bt B
— k )G+ (i+k+1) i+

S O (S (a1 !B
(2.20) Zm ( 1)( r >(j_q+1)...(r+j—q—|—1)>.
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Applying the method of partial fractions to 1/(x +1)---(z + k + 1), we see that
k

k! Brt1 B (kY B
(i4+1)-(i+k+1) *;H) <s>z+s+1

Substituting this into the left hand side of (2.20), interchanging the order of sum-
mation, and equating coefficients of 1/(i+s+1) on the left with those of 1/(i+j—q)
on the right (so s = j—¢—1), this implies that (2.20) is equivalent to the statement
that if j > ¢ > 0 then

e U [N TS

a—1
e v qg—1 ! Bry1
(2.21) = Bj-q ) _( 1>( , )(jq+1)~-(r+jq+1)'

(The 1/(¢ + j) term can be handled separately.) Comparing with (2.18) and (2.19),
we see that (2.21) is equivalent to the statement: if j > ¢ > 0then A;_,, = ﬁj,q,q.
Thus (i) implies (ii).

It remains to prove part (i) of the lemma. If j = 0, this is obvious, and for j > 0,
define

J J .
(2.22) Z (‘7 1>Ai,k and B, ;= Z(_1)k <; B 1) A k.
k=1 k=1

We prove (i) by showing that B, ; = EH for all 4,5 > 0. From (2.19), we see that

J k—1

~ -1\ (k-1 4! Byt
(] iy )
7 ;; —1 q J@+1)--(i+qg+1)!
j—1 7 . . .
j—q—1 i (= D! By
= -0 -1 k+q< . ) - .
qgo kzzq;_1< ) j—k G—g—D'i+g+1)
Al -1t
I
The last step uses Zi:qﬂ(—l)k*q (J;ﬁ;l) = —0;_1,4, where §; ; is the Kronecker

symbol. This formula is an easy consequence of the binomial theorem.
We claim that the same is true of B, ;, i.e., we claim that

(2.23) B;; = 2~ 1) ———Bib;-
(i +5)!

This requires induction and is more difficult to prove.
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A

i, = Z(—l)q

(2.24) = i ti; 1) (j ; 1) (Bitq = Bitqr1) -

Substituting (2.24) into (2.22) and using Identity A.1, we obtain that

= —1\ (i+k—1\[k—1
Bij = >, ) (- kﬂ(] 1) <ZJ;_1 )( . >(ﬁz‘+qﬁi+q+1)

k=1 q=0
S it k—1\[j—q—
= Z -1) k+q( , 1) ( J;_ : 1> <i _Z_i) (ﬁi-i-q —ﬂi+q+1)
q=0 k=q+1
j—1 1 j S o
- ;(—1)«1(3 , ) k_zﬁl(—l)kc o )(iz 1) (Bitq — Bitqt1)
= - _1)ita J=1\(i+q _
B Z( 1) q ] (ﬂerq Bz+q+1).

q=0

(Recall the convention that (}) = 0 if n < k.) Claim (2.23) now follows directly
from Identity A.6. O

2.4. Methods for solving integral equations. Let b, = 4"n!(n—1)! and define
the power series

n=1 bn
This series is given by the Bessel function y(u?) = —%.J; (iu). It will also be useful
to define
_) o 2"

We will be interested in solving integral equations of the form:

(2.25) D(s,t) —|—/1 be(m,t)dx = f(s,t),
0 T

where f(s,t) is a formal power series in the variables s,t. We first consider the case

fs,t) = ~(s):

(2.26) B(s,t) + / 1 V@) 1, t)dw = ().
0

T
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Proposition 2.8. The unique formal power series solution to the equation (2.26)
is given by ®(s,t) = u(s —t)s.

Proof. For ®(s,t) = (s — t)s the left side of (2.26) is
1
p(s—1t)s + t/ y(zs)p(t(x — 1))dx.
0

This expression is 0 when s = 0 and, for k > 1, the coefficient of s* is

prD(=t) ¢

(2.27) s + a/0 2 u(t(z —1))de.

Forn>1and k > 1,

k+n—1 (k+n-—1) -
= A Fk=1)!4"n! (n—1)!
( & )(k+n)bkbn H (= 1)! (k+n)4"k! (k= 1! 4™n! (n — 1)
)
— gk+n Il = 1 Onthk
(k+n)n Gitn-10
and thus
(k+n=1! . (=D" ' k+n—1\"" o
(2.28) Tl (-1) +7bkbn i (k+n)"" =0.

The coefficient of ™ in (2.27), n > 1, is precisely the left side of the identity (2.28)
and is consequently equal to 0. Hence (2.27) is equal to its value at ¢t = 0, namely
1/by, which coincides with the coefficient of s* in v(s). O

The following result is another useful special case of (2.25).

Proposition 2.9. The unique formal power series solution to the equation
1
P,(s,t) +/ MPq(tac,t)dnc = s
0 xr

is given by

—q-
nHtk2n -k —q—2)! (n—1 ke
Pyls, t) = s7+(-1)747¢! Z Z b( (n—q)! n—k—l—q))!( 2 )Skﬂt o

Proof. A comparison of coeflicients shows that the series
oo oo
= Z Z Aij Sitj
i=1j=0

as defined in the statement of the Proposition satisfies the integral equation
P,(s,t) + fol @Pq(m7 t)dr = s?if and only if the A;;’s satisfy the recursion:

(2.29) Ay = iy i:1,2,...
2. Ay = JLt j
(2.30) J sz—é—f—z j>0,

where §;,; = 1 if ¢ = ¢ and J;; = 0 otherwise. Observe that (2.29) is equivalent to
the condition P,(s,0) = s9, which is clearly satisfied. In the case 0 < j < ¢, it is
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also easily seen that (2.30) is satisfied. When j > ¢, after dividing by (—1)94%¢!,
(2.30) becomes the assertion that

(1)1 (i+2j—qg—1)! (i—i—j - 1>

biv; G+ —)G—at \ i-1

is equal to
-1

“g+£ qg—1)! j—1
Z (J—a)! )-(J—€+i)<j—€—1>'

=

This is equivalent to the assertion that

() e ) )

q
which is Identity A.5. O

Given a formal power series f(t) = > .2 a,t" and a non-negative integer p, the
p-th derivative of f(t), denoted by f®)(t), is the formal power series:

=
=0 ’

Proposition 2.10. P,(t,t) = 4%¢! t7u 2= (—¢).

Proof. By Proposition 2.9, P,(t,t) equals

[e%s} 1
(71)"7171 " k2n —k—q—2)!
a1 (_1)944¢) A "
(= qn;ﬁl b (1 — 2) n—q—l—k).(n—l—k)!k;! t

By Identity A.3,

zq: n—q—)link)_.lzn——ql_—Q i zi: (n_1><2n_nk__1q_2)=l,

and thus

Py(t,t) = 174 (=1)%4%! Y
n=q+1

(D g1,
t7 + 49! 9 t

o0

(=D +q-1), -1
— 49! 49 th = 49¢) 179D ().
q ; - g! t7pl (=)

O

Consider a power series of the form f(s,t) = >372, 327 Fijs't?, which we write
as Y, fu(t)s™, where fo(t) = 372, Fojt!, n=1,2,....

Proposition 2.11. The solution to (2.25) is ®(s,t) = > | fn(t)Pa(s,1).
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Proof. Let m be the maximal ideal of formal power series in the variables s,t with
vanishing constant term. Since P,(s,t) € m™, n > 1, the expression ®(s,t) =
oo fu(t)Po(s,t) is valid as a formal power series; furthermore,

D(s,t) + /Ollwi‘s)é(tx,t)dx

oo 1 [e%s}
= 3 ful®)Pulst) + /0 ”(ifs) (Z fn(t)Pn(tx,t)> d

n=1

_ ifn(t) <Pn(s,t) + /O1 7(;CS)Pn(lt;v,t)da:> .

The conclusion now follows from Proposition 2.9. (]

2.5. Some facts about power sums. In this subsection we collect some facts for
use in the sequel concerning sums of powers of odd integers.

The Bernoulli numbers are the rational numbers B,, n = 0,1, ... defined by the
exponential generating function:

t = B, .,
Tt

n=0

The Fuler-Maclaurin polynomials are defined by

k

B; k i

o) =3y ;)
=0

and their associated exponential generating function is given by

G(z,t) = Zpk(x)g =
k=0 ’

e:pt _ et

et —1°

Using this generating function it is easy to deduce (see [12]) the well known Euler-
Maclaurin formula:

pe(n) =1% + 28 + ... 4 (n—1)" n=12...
Define polynomials
un(e) = pr(22) — Ppe(a) K =0,1,...

Then for each positive integer n, the Euler-Maclaurin formula yields the formula

(2.31) up(n) =1% + 3% + 5% 4+ ... + (2n— 1)~
The exponential generating function H(z,t) = > po, uk(z)th /k! is given by
inh(xt)
H(x,t) = G(2u,t)—Gla,2t) = " T
(@f) = Gl.t)=Gle.2) = e
Note that
= t2k 1 sinh(2xt)
—— = (H(z,t)+ H(z,-t) = ————
from which it follows that
k .
4JD2]€_2]' 2k 2
2.32 =) ——= i+
(2:32) ua(r) =3 2j + 1 <2j T

Jj=0
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where the rational numbers D,, are given by exponential generating function

t =D 1 7
2.33 N D e T
(2.33) sinh(7) ; nl 6 360

2.6. Proof of Conjecture 1.16 for d = 1. Let J;; be the Kronecker symbol, i.e.,
P 1 ifi=j,
Y0 ifi £

For m > 1, define the power series W, (s,t) by

(2.34)

waen = 3 (S ¥ o),
n=1 \k=1 Nyt tng=n Hj:l bn, Hj:l (nj +mnjq1)

The power series W, (s,t) arises from an integral equation of the type (2.3) as
follows. Define the power series p(s; A), where ) is a complex parameter, by

> s™ s
p(s;A) = T;(Hmmn)a = () +A—

and let W,,(s,t; A) be the solution to the integral equation:

x8; \)

(2.35) Wi (s, t; \) —l—/l o W (tx, t; Ndz = p(s; ).
0

x
By (2.4), Wy, (s,t; \) is given by the power series:
Wi (s, ;X)) =
k
© ([ (14 N
236 Y (Z(—l)’“—l y A=l o) snltn—m> .
n=1 \k=1 ni+-+np=n Hj:l bn, Hj:l (nj +mnj41)

Note that p(s;0) = ~(s) so that the substitution of A = 0 into (2.35) yields the
equation (2.26) and thus by Proposition 2.8 we have that W, (s, t;0) = u(s — t)s.
From the power series (2.36) we observe that

d
an(s,t,)\) T Wi (s,t).

Differentiating the equation (2.35) at A = 0 yields:

1 1 .m m

0 x 0 bm bm
where ®q(s,t) = Wy(s,t;0) = u(s —t)s. By (2.26) and Proposition 2.8, the
expression

1 m—1
— 1
/ a: O (te, t)de + —
O b

m bm
pm (1)
is the coefficient of s™ in u(s — t)s, which by Taylor’s theorem is ﬁ’ and
m — 1)!
so (2.37) is equivalent to
1 (m—1)(_
(xs) pm (=)
2.38 Wi (s, t Wi (tz, t)de = ————=s™.
(239) 0+ [ 8w i = s



30 HANS U. BODEN AND ANDREW NICAS

The solution to (2.38) is given by the next result, which follows from Proposition
2.11.

s pm=H (1)
Proposition 2.12. W,,(s,t) = ﬁPm(s,t). O
m—1)!

Consequently, using Proposition 2.10, we make the following conclusion.
Corollary 2.13. W,,(t,t) = 4™m t™ (,u(m_l)(—t))z. O
Define the power series ®1(s,t; z), where z is a complex variable, by

thl 2" )
(s,t;2) = st
Z (Z Z H§:1 bn, Hf:ll(nj +njt1)

k=1 ni+--+ng=n

Observe from (2.34) that for m > 1,
1 j{ wdz = Win(s, 1),

271 Z’m—i—l

(contour integral over the unit circle) and thus
(2.39) 1(s,t; 2) ZW (s,t)z

Define polynomials ¥,,(z) by

n

7 n 2k (2n—1)! 7
(2.40) W, (2) = ;(4)’” R k)!z’“, n=12...

Proposition 2.14. ®4(t,t;2) Z\I'n

Proof. By (2.39) and Corollary 2.13,

2
1(t,t; 2) Z Won(t, 1)z Z 4mmtm< m- 1>(—t)) P
Using Identity A.4,

¢
k+m—-11{l—-k+m—-1)! 1 2m + 2/
(2.41) Z( | h EFAY] ): 2m+L g 1
Elogem (£—Fk) bo—gym 4 O C2m+0OI\ m+¢

k=0

we have that

(m0(-) = (

)’ - (5
[eS) 4

B (k+m—-1)1L—-k+m-—1)!

= Z<Z R b (e—k)!be_km)(_lw

B e 2L (2m 4 O m+ L ’
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and thus

(I)l(tvt;z) =

°° 1 2m + 2( w
-1 t+m m
42m+Ly) (2m—|—€)!< m+ ¢ >( ) :

( " mZ)T ntm)! (?) (_l)nm> t
0

n=1
O
Corollary 2.15. Form >0 and n > 1,
k
~ Con' 1 <& k+n2km+1 9 1
D o o® i T e T
k=1 ni+-+ng=n H]:l bnj H]:l (nj + n]+1 n k=1 :
Proof. By Proposition 2.14,
n k n;
oz \I/n
ILEID DR - L)
k=1 ni+-+ng=n Hj:l b”j Hj:l (nj + anrl) n
Making the substitution z = e¥ and then taking the m-th derivative at y = 0 of
the resulting equation yields the conclusion of the corollary. O

Proposition 2.16. Forn > 1,

22 kzp( 2nk> :{ ?—1)"(271)! Zf;ifﬁ”

Proof. By the binomial theorem,
2n - 2n
1)1 — 2n _ _lk k —k.
e = () + 00, e

Making the substitution x = e¥ we obtain that

(2.42) (=1)"e ™ (1 — e¥)?" <> QZ ( )cosh(ky)

Since e (1—e¥)?" = y2"+o(y?" 1), the 2p-th derivative of the left side of (2.42) at
y =0 equals 0 for 0 < p < n and equals (—1)"(2n)! for p = n. For p > 1, the 2p-th
derivative of the right side of (2.42) at y = 0 equals 23 "_, (—1)Fk%( >" ). O

Combining Corollary 2.15 and Proposition 2.16 yields the next proposition.
Proposition 2.17. Forn > 1,

n k — .
Z(_l)k—l Z Zj:l ”3]? ' _ 0 if1<p<n
k k-1 4-n (2”71) ifp=mn. O

k=1 ni4-tng=n Hj:l bn, Hj:l (nj +nj41) n

The following theorem verifies Conjecture 1.16 in the case d = 1.



32 HANS U. BODEN AND ANDREW NICAS

Theorem 2.18. Forn > 1,

n k i .
E—1 Zj:l Z;Zl(Qf —1)% _JO fl<p<n-—1
42(_1) Z k k—1 - 1(277,72) zfp:n—l
k=1 ni4-4ng=n Hj:l bnj Hj:l (’I’Lj + nj+1) n\n—1 :
Proof. For n > 1 and m > 0 define
" thl ny’
gln,m) =y (1) ; o= :
k=1 ni+-+ng=n Hj:l bnj Hj:ll(nj + nj"rl)
By (2.31) and (2.32), >_,2, (20 — 1)?P = ugy(n;) where

.
u (x)_E:% 2p L2+
A 2j+1 \2j

=0

and the rational numbers D; are given by (2.33). Thus
- Y21 I 4Dy, (2

k—1 J=1 {=1 _ 2p—2j P .
St Y e =3 52 (P2,
k=1 ni+-+ng=n Hj:l n; Hj:1 (nj + nj+1) §j=0 J J

By Proposition 2.17, g(n,2j+1) = 0if 0 < j < n—1 and g(n,2n—1) = 47" (*"1).

n

Thus the right side of the above identity is equal to 0 if 1 < p < n — 1 and is equal

to
qn—1 gn—1 2n—1 1 (2n—2
g(n,2n—1) = g (" = (="
2n—1 2n—1 n An\n—1

ifp=n-—1. (]

Proposition 2.17 verifies the following conjecture in the case d = 1.

Conjecture 2.19. Forn >1 and my,...,mg >0,

zn:(—l)k—l Z Hg:l <E§:1 n?mﬁl)

k k—1
k=1 niteome=n 1Lj=10n; T2 (05 +m40)
_J 0 if Zzzlmg<n—1
nd7247n Hg:l (2”1’”7) (2me + ]') Zf 22:1 me=mn-— 1.0

Remark 2.20. It is not difficult to see that Conjecture 2.19 implies Conjecture 1.16.
In fact, the two conjectures are equivalent.

3. TorPOLOGICAL CONSEQUENCES

In this section, we indicate two topological consequences of the previous results.
These corollaries are independent of Conjectures 1.9 and 1.16. The first result is
an immediate consequence of Theorem 2.18. The only additional fact one needs is
that the Conway polynomial of a fibered knot of genus ¢ is a polynomial in z? of
degree g.

Corollary 3.1. Let K C N be a fibered knot with Conway polynomial
VK(Z) =Coy+ 0222 + - 0292129
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and let Gxg = m (N \ 7(K)) denote the knot group and ¢ € G the element repre-
sented by the longitude of K. If Ca, is the first nonzero coefficient of Vi (z) with
n > 1, then

1 2n n—
)\n+1,w(K) = 1 (TL)CQ”CO 1.

If N is a rational homology 3-sphere, then Cy # 0 and it follows that there exists
an irreducible representation p : Gxg — SU(n + 1) such that p({) = w.

Remark 3.2. Our computation of the universal polynomials and the hypotheses
above imply that A, (K) = 0 for 2 < m < n. Theorem 1.7 of [8] states that, for
N a rational homology sphere, Ay, ., (K) # 0 for some 2 < m < g+ 1. Corollary 3.1
identifies the first nonvanishing invariant and shows that it can be easily computed
from the Conway polynomial of K.

To put our results into perspective, it is helpful to further compare them to the
results in [8]. Theorem 1.7 of [8] can also be deduced from Corollary 3.1 since
Cap, # 0 for some n with 1 < n < g. Moreover, using the notation of [8], Theorem
2.18 shows that the coefficient of xg_ZxQn_Q in ppe is 1/nl(n —1)!. Proposition
13.3 (b) of [8] claims correctly that this coefficient is nonzero, but the proof of 13.3
(b) incorrectly asserts that r» = r(n) — 71, i.e. that r; = 0, and direct computation
shows that this is not true. Theorem 2.18 should be viewed as filling the gap in
Proposition 13.3 (b), which is important because Theorems 1.6 and 1.7 of [8] depend
on 13.3 (b) in an essential way.

Next, we consider the situation where N is not a rational homology sphere. In
this case, we can determine the invariants A, ,, for all n from Theorem 2.5.

Corollary 3.3. If K C N is a fibered knot and H,(N;Q) # 0, then the Conway
polynomial has the form Vi (z) = Caz? + -+ Cay2%9. In particular, since Cy =0,
it follows that A ,(K) = Cy~ L.

APPENDIX A. IDENTITIES

In this appendix, we collect a number of combinatorial identities upon which
some of our previous results depend. For the most part, the proofs are elementary
applications of the Residue theorem and are included for the reader’s convenience.

Identity A.1. Fori,j,q >0,
J . . .
k-1 —q—1 »
> () Gamy) - (DY)
k=q+1 ' -4 J
Remark A.2. This is true for i + ¢ < j provided (2) is defined to be 0 when n < /.
Identity A.3. Forn >q >0,
n—qg—1
-1\ /2n—k—q—2
S oo (" () -
k=0 e
Identity A.4. For k,m > 0,

S () (1) = (),

k=0
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Identity A.5. Fori >0 andj>q>0,

e ()

l=q

J

Identity A.6. Set B, = 12 (>")°. Then

j—

Zl(_l)j+q (j - 1) (z ; q) (Bitq = Bitq+1) = Mﬂzﬂj.

= q J (@ +5)!

Proofs. All but the last identity are exhibited using the method of residues [7].
Recall that for a meromorphic function f(z), its residue at infinity is defined as

Res f(2) = —Res f()/2".
In particular, if f(z) = p(z)/q(z) is a rational function, where p(z) and ¢(z) are

polynomials with deg ¢ > deg p+2, then one can easily verify that Res,—, f(2) = 0.

Proof of Identity A.1. Assume i,j,q > 0. Substituting Res,—o (1 + x)"/z**! for
(?), summing the resulting geometric series, and applying the Residue theorem to
the incident rational function, we have

zj:(_l)k(i+k—1)<j—q—1)  ResRes T (1= 2)itRl (14 y)imat

) — —qg— =0 y=0 k+1 k—q
hori i—1 k—qg—1 z=0y T Y

S () (1 gy

=0 y=0 rhtl k—q
Y k=—o0 Yy

_ p)itd Jj—q—1
= ResRes (1. :r) (1+y)
2=0 y=0 aItlyi—9(1 —z — zy)
—(1 —2)9(1 J—q—-1
= Res Res ( 1@ (L+y)
v=0 y_[1=z2] pitlyi—a(1 —z — zy)

= R LTy (ifq).

=0  gpitl J

Proof of Identity A.3. Assume n > g > 0 and argue as before.

n—qg—1 n—qg—1 _ S A
2n—k—q—2 n—1 (1_1.)71 1(1+y)2nqk2
> (—1)10( o )( L ) = ResRes » 1

=0 y=0 n
k=0 v k=—o00 Y

_ n—1 n—1
= ResRes (1-2) (L+y)

=1.
=0 y=0 "~ 9y"(1 — x — xy)
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Proof of Identity A.4. Assume k, m > 0. Then

‘ ¢
2m+ 20\ (4 (1+ 2)2m+ (1 4 )t
];) < m+k ) <k‘) = 5:68 gI/{:eg k; k41 yk+1

= ResRes (1+ 2P (1 + y)f 2m -+ 2¢
2=0 y=0 M Hlytt1(1 — gy) ~ \ m+ 4

O

Proof of Identity A.5. By reindexing, Identity A.5 is easily seen to be equivalent to

(AT S e (T () ()

We prove the above formula by making use of Identity A.3. First, notice that

e ()

o |
ZResResResj S (L4 a)P R (14 )i (1= 2)itk

z=0 y=0 2=0 .Tj y74+k?+2 Zk)+1
k=—o0

(14 2P (L4 y) (1 = 290

es (14 y)Hi(1 - z)iti—a ( R —(1 + )i )

S — , .
y=0 z=0 yiti—atlzi—q =] 2/ (1 —zyz —yz — 2)

(A1) = ResRes (Lty) (1
’ y=0 2=0 yi+.7_Q+1 zj—Q(l —z— yz)] )

Using the binomial theorem and the equation: g—yyerr = > —o ("7,")w™, where
w = z(1 +y), we find that

427 g— i+2j—g—1 oo . . .

(1 — z)it2i—a-t (i+2j—q—1\[(j+m—1 o

, — 1 1 m m.
(1—2z—yz) ZK:O mZ:O( ) l 7—1 ( y)"e

Hence

1— z)it2i—a-1 ey i +2j—q—1\ (2] —q—(—2 :
Res (-7 Z) - Z (_1)5(2‘1' ]g q )( J q l )(1+y)]_q—é—1.

2=0 20749(1 — z — yz)J ‘ j—1

=0
Inserting this into equation (A.1), we see that that expression equals

<z+2j—q—1>(2]—q—€—2>(i+2j—q—£—1)

j—1 t+7—gq

o j—q—1 , :

(’L+2]—(]—1>J§q: (_1)Z(2]—q—€—2)<j—q—1)
j—1 — j—q—1 ¢

_(i+2j—q—1
= i1 .

j—q—1

>, ()
=0
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This used the equation
j—q—1 . .
Ji (_1)13(]_‘1_1) (2]—q—£—2) 1
pre ¢ j—aq-1 ’

which is a reformulation of Identity A.3. O

Proof of Identity A.6. For notational convenience, set
= j—1\[i+q
B; ;= Z(—l)ﬁq( ) ( . ) (Bitq = Bitq+1) -
= q j
The proof proceeds by induction on ¢ > 0. Using the relation

(A'Q) n(n + 1)(ﬂn - ﬂn-‘rl) = (10Bn,
which is easily verified, it is not difficult to establish Identity A.6 for ¢ = 1 and for

all 7 > 0. This gets the induction started.
To prove the inductive step, we use the formula that

(A.3) (t—1)B;j=0G—37—1)Bi—1;+ (j+1)Bic1 41,

which is valid for ¢ > 1 and j > 0. We first show that equation (A.3) and the
inductive hypothesis imply Identity A.6 and afterwards we will prove equation
(A.3). Fix ¢ > 1 and assume that B;_1 5, = (i — 1)! (k — D)!5;_16k/(i + k — 1)! for
all k > 0. Inserting this into the right hand side of equation (A.3), we find that

B - o (GG (=1 .
-8y = -i-0 (S s e (S aasen
= (40T =08+ + Dl

i~ 1) —1)!
= [ ai-i- e+ @4+ ) (S e
(GG
= (G- s,

This uses the relation:
(n*+n+ 3)Bn = n(n+1)Bni1,

which follows directly from equation (A.2). It is applied twice to the equation
above; once to the term in the brackets in the second line with n = j, and again to
the fourth line with n = ¢ — 1. Now Identity A.6 is a direct consequence of equation
(A.4) and induction, and it only remains to prove equation (A.3). Since this fact
makes no reference to the special properties of the (;’s, we will prove a slightly
more general version of equation (A.3).

With this in mind, define polynomials (cf. the formula for B; ; given at the end
of the proof of Lemma 2.7) by setting

j—

Buyle) = (-1 (j . 1) ( : q) 2,

q=0
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and consider the analog of equation (A.3) given by

(A.5) (i—=1)Bij(x)=(i—j—1)Bi—1;(z) + (G +1)Bi-1,j4+1(2).

It is clear that this assertion implies equation (A.3). Writing

j—1 . .
) j—1 t+q—1\ ;1.1
Bi_1,4(z) = -1 H'q( )( , )az”‘q
(@) ;J ) ¢ J
J . .
; +q—1\ ,.,_
Biq1ivi(x) = _1)ita+1 (J> (l . )xz+q 1
e = oo (O (]

and equating coefficients of 291, we see that equation (A.5) follows from the
collection of equations, valid for ¢ > 0 :

YY)

| ):(j—i+1)(j;1)+(i+'q—j—1?<f]>}

| IS (o
ot

The last step uses the relation j(g j) = q(g ), and this completes the proof O
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APPENDIX B. TABLE OF v, FOR 2 <n <10

V2. = Y2

vs = 2yoys+ Y5

vi = 5ygys + Tyoy2ys + U5

vs = 14yys + 26y5yays + 11ygyi + 16y0y3y4 + v

ve = 42y5y10 + Yo (98y2us + T8yaye) + UG (82y36 + 68y2u3) + 30y0ysya + v
v = 132y3y12 + ¥y (372y2y10 + 288yays + 134y3) + y5 (398y3ys + 620y2y4y6)

+ 86y3y3 + y2(20293y6 + 247y2y2) + 50yoyiys + oS

vg = 429ySy14 + y5(1419y2y12 + 1083y4y10 + 971ysys) + 1857yayay10
+ 5 (2818y2yays + 1305928 + 1097y3ys) + v (1223y5ys + 2805y3y4y6)
+ T6Tydyays + ya (427ysys + 686y3y3) + TTyoysys + ys

vy = 1430ygy16 + y5(5434yay14 + 4114y4y12 + 3610ysy10 + 1735y3)
+ 5 (8426y3y1212628yayay10 + 11256y2y6ys + 4776y3ys)
+ yA(6862y3y10 + 15346y2y4ys + T079y3y2 + 117561292y + 807yd)
+ 4418y3yayd + yi (3148y5ys + 9472y3yays + 3836y2y3)
+ y2(812y5ys + 1610y5y3) + 112y0ySys + 5

vio = 4862y5y1s + yo(12778ysy10 + 13618ysy12 + 20878y2116 + 15730y4%14)
+ ¥ (37466y3y14 + 55792y2yay12 + 48664yaysy1o + 23352y2932)
+ y8(20810y3y10 + 37012y4yeys + 5714y3) + yo (36454y31y19 + 80622y2y4y10)
+ ¥ (7151095 y6ys + 60038y2y3ys + 55346y2y4yg + 15350y3 s )
+ yA(20876yly10 + 61284y3y4ys + 28178y3y2 + 6942012y 2ye)
+ Yo (7152y5ys + 26520y5yays + 14160y5y5 + 9425y2y1)
+ y2(1428ySys + 3360y3y3) + 156y0ysya + y5
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